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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1. The comstruction of a new armament plant for the

Skoda Works was started at

Banovee nad Bebravou in the fall of 1949 by the Czmechoslovak National Building
Enterprises of Bratislava. About 20 buildings of various sizes were planned,

as follows:

a. L large halls, 450 x 120 m

b, 1 large administration building

Co 1 large building to house single employees
de 10 houses for employecs with families

€. Plant kitchen, stores, ete,

2. Under construction at the beginning of October 1950 were the four halls and

’ the ten 2~story family houses; foundaticus for the administration building
and the building for single employees had boen laid, The masonry of one of
the halls and of the ten fanily houses was already completed, lMachinery had
been brought into the hall but renained unpacked, Construction of a second
hall was nearing completion. All the buildings were to be of ferroconcrete

conatruction and wore to have cellars.

3. Architect Houska, a Czech, was supervisor of construction. He is stated to

be a good friend of Antonin Zapotocky, the Czech
Were in a concentration camp together. IHouska's

Prime Uinister; both of them
deputy was Ing. Schubert 3

a Gzech, who handled the construction plans, These plans were locked in a safe
in Schubert's office, and only Schubert bad access to them.

L. In October 1950 there woro about 150500 employecs working there in two shifts
daily without interruption. Ilost of the construction worlers wore Slovals 3
the majority of the teschnicians and office employees were Cgechs. Chairwan
of the Communist worlers! orpanizotion was Chromil, a Slovak. Secretary was
Stanislav Sujan, cadre trustee was Kobida, a Slovalk, and his deputy was inarik
also a Slovak. Neminated for county cadre trustee with the ronk of inspcctor

was one lledel:, a Slovak,
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5, The plant had already becn encircled by a fence and entrance was permitted
only to those with identity cards plus photographs which were issued to employees
by Houska. The plant was watched by guards wearing blue overalls and awmed with
pistols; they slso wore on their ams a red ribbon bearing the inscription
“plant guord®. ’

6. liorale of the workers was bad, especially after 1 October 1950 vhen they wore
forced to work according to mew labor norms, vhich resulted in much lower wages.
All other methods of wage payments were prohibited.
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